· Praise and encourage  students

· Offer regular praise and encouragement.
· Boost low self esteem, build confidence
· Question student just beyond existing level of understanding 
· Obtain explanations and estimations 
· Recognise small achievements – praise every effort


· Keep instructions clear and simple
· Use concise, clear instructions with as few sub parts as possible
· Encourage students to repeat task requirements back to the teacher in their own words. 
· Keep language simple and familiar
· Develop role play to aid understanding of new concepts

·       Keep tasks repetitive
· Present an overview of the problem allowing an appreciation of understanding the whole before presenting details.

· Make use of songs rhymes and rhythm to aid learning sequences (days of week, alphabet) 
· Ensure repetition or reinforcement within a variety of contexts 
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· Capitalize on personal   interests
· Encourage informal or unusual attempts at problems 

· Identify error patterns
· Try and determine whether the error is based on a lack of understanding or calculation 
· Provide manipulative activities 
· Keep learning practical (“hands on”)
· Have a variety of materials available from which the student may be able to generalise
· Make presentations clear enough to allow student to see relationships for him/herself 
·  Use a multi sensory approach to learning 
· Provide activities to develop motor skills
· Provide alternative methods of recording ( labelled pictures, flow chart, diagram) 
·  Allow extra time for completing tasks 
· Organise activities to develop listening and attention skills 


· Practice a range of sequencing activities
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· Use  inferred  questioning
· Ask What is..? How do you know…? Where is..? When…? And not Why…? 


· Make tasks too long and complicated
· Break tasks down into a small number of short steps ensuring success. 
· Give more than one sensory input at a time
· Ensure you have the student’s

attention before giving an     important instruction


· Rush the student to answer

· He/She  takes longer to process the question 




Children with 
Moderate Learning Difficulties,
also known as

Global Learning Difficulties
Have a general developmental delay.

They have difficulties with learning across all areas of the school curriculum.

Many of these children have a delay of about three years and need a high level of support if educated in the mainstream classroom 


Key Characteristics
· Breaks rules of conduct for games and is often unaware of it 

· Has a short interest and attention span 

· Is easily confused 


· Finds it extremely difficult if not impossible to  keep up  with the rest of the  class 


· Is behind grade level in achievement in school

· Unable to think abstractly or handle symbolic material 


· Unable to understand and carry through directions 


· Lacks “common sense” and reasoning that rest of group has 

· Is unable to understand complex game rules


· Is slow in all areas- academic, social and emotional and physical 


· Is unable to work independently and concentrate voluntarily

Children may:
· Have immature listening/ attention skills

· Have immature social skills

· Rely on a friend / teacher/ assistant to direct them in the classroom situation

· Have poor auditory and/ or visual memory

· Have difficulty acquiring basic literacy and numeracy skills

· Have difficulties with comprehension skills 

· Need a lot of support with investigation and problem solving activities

· Have poor reasoning skills

· Have difficulty applying what they know to another situation

· Have some motor coordination difficulties [image: image2.png]



If a child can’t learn the way we teach 


we must teach him/ her 


the way he/ she can learn





A child with �Moderate Learning Difficulties�  in a mainstream class











